    In the middle of the night between July 9 and 10, 1860, intruders entered the Franciscan convent of Bab-Touma in Damascus, Syria where eight friars and some neighboring Christians were hiding from the ongoing Druze persecution. At that time, extremist members of the Druze, a religious sect that split and became separate from Shia Islam, were traveling from Lebanon to Syria, killing Christians who refused to convert.
    The friars woke to find themselves face-to-face with Druze militants. The militants gave the friars and three laymen who remained with them a choice: convert to Islam or die. The friars—Blessed Emmanuel Ruiz, Carmelo Bolta, Nicanor Ascanio, Nicolás M. Alberca y Torres, Pedro Soler, Engelbert Kolland, Francisco Pinazo Peñalver, and Juan Jacobo Fernández—and the three laymen, who were also brothers—Francis, Abdel Mooti, and
Raphael Massabki, all refused to deny their Christian faith. The militants struck them down, and upon their deaths, they became known as the 
Martyrs of Damascus.
    These martyrs were from the countries of Spain, what was then Austria, and Syria. They also came from different faith backgrounds: Roman Catholicism and Maronite. Because of this, the Martyrs of Damascus are seen as an example of ecumenism. Even though they were from different countries and worshipped God using different Christian rites, they were united in the shared faith for which they gave their lives. Today, both the Roman Catholic and Maronite churches in Syria remember the Martyrs of Damascus every year on July 10.
    Pope Pius XI beatified the Martyrs of Damascus in 1926. Pope Francis canonized them on October 20, 2024. 
